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order te enjoy it. 


and the effects preduced by it redeemed men 


AND 
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THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTER QF of Christ, and the things which gave it its 
THE RELIGION OF CHRIST. power and virtue; for if the world enjoyed 

BY s. RIGDON. them without the revelations made by the 

The distinctive character of the religion of|Savior and his messengers sent for this pur- 
Jesus Christ, is a subject of some importanc~|pose, then it could not be said, that all were 
to all who desire the truth, without knowingjout of the way; that there were none doing 
and understanding it, men are liable to be led good no not one, for the blessings of the 
about by every wind of doctrine. Nothing gospel were said to put men into the way, 
can be called a corruption of, or an apostacy/and there preserve them unto eternal life. So 
from the religion of Christ, as long as theſthat those who were destitute of these bless- 
distinctive character of the true religion is re jings, were the ones that were out of the way, 
tained; but if the distinctive character is lost,jand without them “none eould do good no 


then the corruption or apostacy is complete. not one.“ 
At the time the system of salvation was|. By this all may see that there was some 


proclaimed to the world; such was its condi- thing which gave the: religion ef Christ, its 


tion that the way of salvation was entirelyſdistinetive character. 

hid from the eyes of the world, so that there Now, the query is, what is that something? 
was ‘‘none doing good no not one: they had ſto answer that query we must have recourse 
ail gone out of the way: they were all inelnd-to the hoake where the proclamation, the pro- 
ed in unbelief, so that the mercy shown in the/mises, and effects, are recorded. Let it 
gospel, might appear to all. Such, the sa-jremembered, by the reader, that we are look 


_ cred writers say, was the true condition ofjing after those things which changed all who 


the whole world, at the time the religion oſſbelieved and obeyed the proclamation, froma 
Christ was proclaimed to it. state of death to a state of life, and from a 
A very little acquaintance with the bible, state of ruin to a state of salvation, and the 
will shew the reason why the world was injonly things which could produce that effect; 
this situation, and what was necessary tojfor, without them, all would be out of the 
change its condition. ‘This wo obtain by in- way, none could do good no not one.“ 
quiring what the religion of Christ proposed; What was it, then, that the Lord proposed 
to mon. This all will admit was salvation: to the world through their obedience to the 
but it not only proposed salvation to men, but/gospel? for whatever thie was, it was the only 
it also pointed out the way by which it wasſthing by which salvation came, as, for want 
to be obtained, and what was necessary injof it, all were out of the way, ‘‘none were do- 
ing good no not so much as one.” 

When the sacred writers declared all under The answer to the question is easily given, 
sin, and that all had gone out of the way, andſit was the remission of sins, and the gift of 
the gospel come to them as such, bearing theſthe Holy Spirit. These were the great pro- 
glad tidings of salvation to them, it would/mises made to those who obeyed the gospel. 
excite in the minds of sincere inquirers and. The evidence the Lord gave to a man that his 
searchers after truth, in what point of lighiſeins were forgiven, was that be confered on 
the gospel was designed to effect the world, bim the gift of the Holy Spirit; without this 
in order that the promised salvation might bejgift, all religion was only a piece of deception, 
enjoyed. When it is determined in what|which terminated in death and not in life.— 
point of light the gospel was to effect men, The world had not this gift, at the time the 
we can easily see what the world lacked or/gospel was first proclaimed, and therefore it 
had lost, so as to bring it all under sin and was that there were, none doing good 
unbelief. Tt no not one. If any had this gift, before the 

This can only be determined by reference|gospel was proclaimed, there would have 
to the promises made, and the effects produe- been one doing right; for he who has this 
ed on those who believed and obeyed it; forſgiſt, must do right or he cannot have it. 
whatever those promises and effects were, It requires but little attention, by the bibli- 
they were the things which the world were|cal student, to see that the messengers of 
destitute of; for if the gospel would save men. heaven, in making known to the world the 
gospel, proposed salvation to the obe= 
from the state of unbelief and sin which bro'iſdient, by having their sins forgiven, and 
death and ruin, then the blessings enjoved|being made the recipients of the Holy Spirit; 
by the gospel, were the things which consti-jand that those who obtained the remission of 
tated the distinctive character of the religion/sins and the gift of the Holy Spirit, could be 
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* nes * rely, 


saved, 


t last, nt th 


to whom the gospel was first proclaimed, 


Were the ones with whom the oracles of Godſwill be no better eff, as pertains ‘to's 


were deposited, and who had the true revela- 
tionetn: ion; and--whe -aled believed, 


or at least, professed to believe them. It was 


to these the gospel was first proclaimed; and 


it was said to them, if they repented and 
were baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, 
they should receive both the remission of sins, 


and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 


Proof that, 


at that time, they had neither; but by obedi- 


ence to the gospel might have both. 


the Jews could be saved without obeying the 


We think none will ask of us to prove that 


:’ gospel, nor that all Who were baptized would 


receive the femission of sins and gift of the 
Holy Spirit; though it was for this object the 


“gospel was preached to them. One fact can- 
not be controverted; that the Jews, at the 


time the gospel was preached unto them, had 


neither the remission of sitis nor the gift of the 


Holy Spirit, neither could they: get either, 
only by obeying the gospel; and because of 


inis, there was none doing good no not one, the remission of sins. 
nor ever could do, until they first got the re- 


who did not, could net be naved. The Jews,jprecapts 


— — — —— —— —ͤ— — — 
héedfal to ask,..doishoed who-dbey its 


receive. the remission. ofains and the 
gift ‘nf the HolyGhost? if they do not, they 
u, 
than the Jews were before the gospel’ was 
preached uato them; for all that any 
people could get, unless they é¢auld:get the re- 
mission of bins and the gift of the Holy Spir- 
it. 
Another thing suggests itself, and ttiat is, 
could person get the remission of sins by 
the gospel, and not get the gift, of the 
Holy Spirit, if any think so, we would be 


glad to know what authority any have for be- 


lieving it? for we are. unable to see on what 
principle such opinions are founded; for the 
same person, at the same time, and an the 
same occasion, and to the same persons, pro- 
claimed the gift of the Holy Spirit as a fruit 
of the forgivness of sins, and those who were 
baptized for the remission of sins, had the as- 
surance given them, that they should receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit; and we have no 
authority for believing that those who have 
not received the gift of the Holy Spirit, erer 


Will any pretend’ to say, that if the Jews 


mission of sins and the.gift of the Holy Spir- baptized onthe day of pensecost, 


No doubt th 
the feligion of Christ its distinctive character, 


en can remain, that what gave 


woes that, by obedience to it, men could re- 
“dive the rémission of sins, and the gift of the 


had not received the Holy Spirit, as promised, 


they would have been saved; if ang do, it 
will be a conjeoture, and a bold one te, one 
without authority; but it would be no bulder, 
than for one to say now, that a person could 


Holy Spirit. Whenever, then, a religion 


dos hot ‘produce this effect, it ie an apostacy 
complete, having lost the distinotice charac-jtized on day, did not receive both the.re- 
ter of the religion of Christ. and:will, fail toſmission of sins and the gift of the Holy Spir- 
dave those who embrace it. The Jews, at the 


dime the apostles made their appearance, pro- 


mission of sins, and the gift of tie Holy S 
it, had ‘revelations, and true revelations; 
“gill their faith ir, and obedience to them would 


not produce the effect that was produced by 
“the apostles proclaiming the remission of sins 


claiming the babtisw of repentance for the re. 


ir · to say 0. The eas of Simon Ma 
utipoint;’ he was baptized, but received neither 


be saved without it. Or will eny venture to 
say that if ‘any of the Jews, who were bap- 


it, ihat they had obeyed from the heart that 
form of -dootrine delivered to them by. the 
apostle; we think none would be bold enqugh 
is to 


the: remission of sins nor the gift of the Holy 


Spirit. :There.could be but one reason for it, 
and that was, that he did not-ebey from the 


the gift of the Holy: Spirit by tle baptism/heart the requirement of the gpostles; but 


might believe, as muct as he pleased, bat if 


not save him: bélief is only Useful, when it 
leads to the obedience which brings the re- giſt of the Holy: Spirit, and if any arg bzptiz- 


it. This obtained, and a man's faith becomes 
availing; until then, it is useless, and Jeav 

a man, as far as his salvation is concerned, : 
{they had not obeyed the Lord ig ĩheir hearts, 


Py 


take these two things from the rali; 


of tepentance. It 


but it was the enjoyment of them. A man 


he did not enjoy the remission of sins, and 
the gift of the Holy Spirit, his belief ‘would 


‘mission ‘of sins and the gift of the Holy Spir- 


as not the mere belief injfeignedly; and, therefore, after hig. baptism, 
“these things; which terminated in salvation, was “in the 


gall ol bitterness and bond of in- 
Taking the whole subject, as set forth: in 


the revelations of heaven, and it ia evident 
that the religion of Christ, whea obeyed from 
the heart, will bring remission of sjns and the 


ed according to the apostles. deetring, they 


better than any other r e ‘for 


it. Itiseasy to detect an apostacy. It is 


will receive the:remission of sings and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit, and if any are baptised, 
nd‘do not receive thegift.of. the Holy Spirit, 


nted: of their. sins, in truth 
and verity; bot have bees beptized deceptive- 


heaven, but feignedly in hypocricy. 


fi 
| 
| 
Having then ascertained the Uistinctive 
bee sary of the religion of Christ; that which 
makes it ly, and notas the»Lord-required. 
| The promise ofthe. Lord ¢quld-not ſail,. and 
and any oiber reigien 28 good asſif any have come short of the promise, their 
| it is. and would result in salvation as well asjobedience was not in obedience to the will of 
˙· 


Wo think, from what we have said ‘above,| wanted it to be so, and had spoken in tongue 
that all may see the things which distinguish- through deception, and there was nd reality — 
ed the religion of ‘Christ from all other reli- in it. So true ‘it is that hypocrites cannot | 
gioris, and that it is of such a character as toſstay in the church of Christ, no mote than 
detect all: vho made pretentions thereto, which|Simon agus could in the primitive chufch. 
were made id hypoeri e. Men Could pawn themselves on the Mor- 
In other matters, men cotilg ‘deceive one church for true, Saints; but in the thureh 
another; but all attempts of deceivers, were/of Christ their iniquity 1s made manifest, and 
vain, when they made pretentions to be pat- they driven to such extremities as to be their 
takers. of “the blessings of the religion oſſowi accusers, and fiave to devlare that, not- 
Christ, and were deceivers; there was no way withstanding all their pretentions, they are 
for cotrupters'to hidé theit corruption, but by caught, and their deception made manifest, 
killing those who bad obeyed that religion/and they compelled to deelüre they vere prac- 
ffomi the heart, and received its blessings; tising hypoericy on the church and on the 
and then they ¢onld' imposs on one another, world; and, we have no reason to doubt the 
and introduce religions of 4'diffetent charag- testimony, they bear against themselves. 
tet, und call them the religion or Obrist. [Of this number some came from a great” 
“The Savidt, in having his religion pfo- distance, bringiag a written revélation, de- 
claimed to the world, did ‘it in such a way 48|cldring the Lord had given it, in which die- 
to expose hypocrites and deceivers; for a manition was given, to the persons bearing it, Je 1 
to deceive, In this religion, must dective God, oom to Pittsburgh, where the Lord Wasa 
instead of man; he must make the Lord Q6-|going to organize his church. The saints l 
lieve him olneste, whén re was not, or dltelwere assayed, by the baster, that the er! 
th@ Lord would not give him ‘the promised had given the revelation Mloded to; ‘and thos 
gift, but withttold it from him, and makelthus directed to come, entered into the ofgan- 
him, as be did Shaon Magus, show’ 10 alilisation with all the enthusiasin of theif ma. 
that his pfetended obedience was’ bearing’ tetitdony, as the organization,” 
In vain do decsiters attempt to pawn them- progre at It was of the. ord, and they 
selvés on ‘thé true church of’ Christ, their de-/kniew jt; t “how has thé gol changed, the 
céptions will be made manifest,’ dnd the Be: fine gold become dim!“ now, it is’ said the’ 
crets of their hearts bronght’to: licht, And thaichn of Christ was not organized, or elie it” 
because the · Lord holds his chur 47 become corrupted, and in either cas 
hands, and them thut ‘are his, becomes of the veracity of heayen.— 
antl deceivers, he will jadge and Din the Lord, by revelation, send men foyt- 


i 


hundred miles to fake the organi- 
e have Mad come ndtable instähees of this|zdtion of bis chk and 7 
in’ the'eliurclt of Christ. Wo buys had thobeſorganizstibh too place? if so, was the'Lord. 
high metentions io the knowledge of Gba fore, sent men fourteen hundred mi tom 25 
railing against the corruptions of that church; fools of them; and if his chuirh or kingdom 
bot alas! for them; ir Was soon’ discovered) was organized, and, then, after being, orga ni, 
that if thé Mormons were dbfrapt, 60 Werelzed, was corrupted, what has become, Of the: 
they: for when the law of Christ was made pfomise of the Lord to Daniel} hat bis, King: 
to beat on them, ther towered, and ram Ooffidom, when organized, should stand forever, 
howling, and, in order to concéal’ their de- Did the Lord promise to Daniel that he would’ 
ception; had to‘say the Lord had never given|bear off à corrupt thing? no man that fears. 
his spirit to them, and they never knew any God dare say sof ‘but on the contrary, that } 
church té be of God, ‘and; yet, itisa fact, t atichs Kingdom wus ance set u ..the Lord, would: 
those very persons while in de Morihoninot eu ar itto be corrupted, thet it might stand, 
church, and afler er Inte the ver. 
of Christ, had proclaimed to'others the gift of] kingddm of God is shewing forth, vie- 
the Holy “Spivit through’ the bapfiem of fe. to every honest heart, that there is 
pentanoe for the rémission of sins, and labot. power in it, which is an effectual security 
ed Hard to convince the world, that the eas against corrupt men and hypocrite and how 
the setts bad gift of the Hoty Spititlever canning they may think 
was they had pet the true priesthood; they can 
and they professed to have the true priesthood,| “We will give a few instances-ef the elke 
and, by virtde of that priesthood, went forth it has prodneed, and is producing. There 
to'nd minister to dthers; but behold ine change came tnan from distance,gayiog the Lord 
when they with their hypocricy came in o had beut a messenger to . in his ona 
the chufek of Christ, Where the Spirit offhouse, who had told him certain throgs about 
Christ feigned’ in truth! and tightedusness, the church of Christ. In a: very shot sime 
their hypocricy is made manifest, a they \afterwards, a circumstance took place, whieh 
have no way to hide it; but by denying thatireqoited him to show that a heavenly mes- 
a nd that they ad prophesied they called on w do thing, that he could not have 
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one, unless it had been revealed to him, and|mer wicked course, and, declaring his inten- 


ha man was enabled to support his asser-/tions to reform thoroughly: on his confession — 


ion, that a heavenly messenger had visitedjof repentance we received him, thinking his 
um. _Allacquainted with the circumstance,j/repentance was sincere, but it proved other- 


1as to confess, that the Lord had revealed|wise, events transpired, that put the sincerity 
1imself to him. There came another with ajof his pretentions to the test, and when it was 


written. revelation, he came also from a dis-jdone he also become his own accuser, and 
tance, declaring what the Lord had revealed|said, that when he joined the church’ of Christ 
unto him, when far from us. The Lord afterjhe did not do so with his, heart. Let these 
8 little season, began to deal with him. so as|suffice for the present. These show beyond 


to let all the saints see how much truth ther:|controversy, that it is vain for hypoerites and 


was in his revelation, and the creature found|false pretenders. to unite. with the church of 


himself in asituation, that he had either te Christ. They may have had power to prae- 


deny his revelation, or else charge the Lora 

with declaring falsely to Daniel. The latter) 
position he chose, thus satisfying all acquain- 
ted with him and his revelation, that he had 
fabricated it himself; for if the Lord had giv- 
en it, he never would, by obeying it, been driv- 
on to such an awful necessity. 

A third came, having long been an Elder 
and preacher in the Mormon church, making 
high pretentions to knowledge, so great was 

his pretended knowledge, tha the undertook to 
sorrect all our errors;"but the Lord began to 
whisper to his prophets, that the man was 
corrupt, and not as great as he pretended to be, 
the result was, he was searched out and then 
a0 de zlared that he had not the spirit of God, 
and that he did not pretend that God had ever 
revealed any thing to him, notwithstanding 
he had been for years, in the Mormon church, 
ptactising hie hypopricy, baptising and lay- 
ing on hands for the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
and all the tinis destitute of the spirit himself; 
but when he came into the church of Chris 
his (rue character was soon discovered, and, 
he made his own accuser; in fact had no 
other way of ro and this all mast con- 
fess, was, a terrible way of doing itz bat i. 
is the common fate of those, who make pre 
tentions before the Lord they cannot sustain. 
There wasanother of the Elders of the Mor- 
mon church who united with us, he was a 
than of much conceit, and all know how 


mach substance there ie, where there is 80 


much conceit,?he, however, pretended to pro- 
phecy, and also speak with tongues. It came 
tp his turn to be tried, and the result was, 
that the poor fellow, had to say he propheci- 
ed, not because the Lord had revealed any 
thing to him, but because he wanted it to be 


_ We will mention one more, that was also, 
s' Mormon Elder. Thie case is a singular 
Ine, the man came to us, confessing that 

while in the Ma@mon church, he had been in 

the tervise of the twelve, and had been im- 

loyed dy them, to tell faleehoods to injure 
te ‘character of innocent’ persons, in order to 
| I the iniquities of the twelve, for this 
srime he professed hearty repentance 
ne Lord, manifesting deep regret at his for- 


tice hy poeriey on the Mormons, but there ie 
a spiritin the chorch of Christ which will 
search them ont, and from which they cannot 
hide themselves; for their pretentions will 
be proven toall, whether they are correct or 
incorrect. 
This power is owing to the 
distinguishes the religion of Christ from all 
other religions. The Lord promised the 
Holy Spirit tohie church, and he said that 
it would search all things, yea, even the deep 


it. 
will purify to himself a people zealous of 


good works. This gift is bestowed on the 


church of Christ, that they may know the will 
s, and his church made 


f God, in all thi 
pure before him, and prepared for his coming. 
Take this gif of the Holy Spirit, from the 
church of Christ, and it id no better than any 


institution cf man, and could have no more 


i neither could there be salvation in it. 
gives, the church of Christ, iis distinctive 
character. It is what makes it the church of 
Christ; without thie it would not be the 
church of Christ. In all ages of the world, 
when Christ had a church on earth, he be- 
stowed on it the gift of the Holy Spirit, and 
when the charch of Christ vl on the 
earth; the 


ift 

and men had to deny it,in order to pawn 
their religion on one another, for the religion 
of Christ. 

In view of this, we will say afew things 
about the kingdom of heaven in the last days. 
According to the prophets, there are some 
things peculiar about this last kingdom.— 
[ts existence in the world depended on a.pro- 


that kingdom, when eet up, should never fall, 
forever. This promise, made to 


but sta 
Daniel, secures this kingdom against all cor- 
ruption and eorrupters, that is, when it is once 
set ap. no men nor set of men can corrupt it; 
for if it can be corrupted, it can and will fall 
and in that event the promise of God fails, 
and all Daniel’s hopes perish forever, but the 


before|Lord had promised otherwise, and otherwiee 
it mast be. A man or men may organize the 


principle which 


hinge of God, and nothing could be hid from 
: is by virtue of this gift, that the Lord 


ft then, of the Holy Spirit is what 


of the Holy Spirit ceased also, 


i 
| 
| 
So, and that this speaking with tongues was|mise made to the prophet Daniel, more. than 
not of God. So it is, that in the church ofjtwo thousand years ago. The Lord promis< 
Shrist false pretenders are compelled to beſed to Daniel that, in the last days. he would 
] own accusers. | set up a kingdom, and promised Daniel tha 
| 


kingdom of heaven, but those who obtainjetand, he therefore laid the foundation of their 
this power, will never Have power to corrupiſfalth sare, by making promise to one of their 
it. after it is organized, ‘for a man to say the/fellow servants the prophets, whom he took to 
kingdom ‘of heaven is organized, and then sayjhimself, there to await the fulfillment of the 
it can be corrupted charges the Lord with/promise which the Lord had made to him. 
falsehood, to his servant Daniel, and there The saints then may see that if hey indulge 
is no escape from this; for the Lord said tojin fear, that ie their sin and not excuse, for 
Daniel it should stand forever, and it cannot)the Lord removed all ground of fear before he 
stand forever, if itcan be corrupted. This isjestablished his kingdom. 15 
one of the peculiarities of the kingdom off The primitive apostles and those who re- 
heaven, of the last days. Its perpetual exis-iceceived them. not being able to get the king- 
tence is secured by promise to one who hasſdom- for so far from their getting the kingdom. 
long since slept with his fathers, and thejit was not for them to know the times and 
promise he obtained put it out of the power ofjseasons the father had reserved in his. own 
any man or number of men to corrupt hands“ —flled up the time of their sojourn- 
kingdom, when it is once set up. This isſing here in fear; but it is eaid to those who 
done, that the saints of the last days mightireceive the kingdom, that it shall stand 
have perfect faith, just such faith as is neces-ithough heaven and earth are shaken and te- 
sary, in order to enable them to go forth, io moved. 5 
all nations with the everlasting glad tidings} No people then who have ever lived on 
of the kingdom. They can go forth underſthis earth, has 90 sure a foundation laid for 
the promise of God made to Daniel, with allſtheir faith, as the saints of the kingdom. 
confidence, that the kingdom never can bo cor · f he only question is, is * kingdom set up. 
ropted, but will stand forever: they can bo as · if it ie, that person who Mulges in feelings 
sured that though they should be gone for years|that the kingdom can be corrupted, is charging 
after years, yet, when they return, they willſche Lord with telling a faleehood to Daniel, 
find the kingdom ae pure before their God asjany man who has ‘testimony from God that 
they leſi it; though they should be to the re. the kingdom of God is set up, there is an end 
motost corners of the earth, the kingdom is to his misgivings forever, then ifhe says that 
going forth under the directions of iu God. the kingdom ie corrupted, he makes God a 
It is in cansequenee of this promise of Godjliar, and there is no possibility of its being 
to Daniel, that we ure enabled to detect de jotherwise. Iam not ina habjt of using 
ceivers and hypocrites, and though they couldinames, byt it is this time a matter of impor- 
year after year pass off with others withouiſunee I should do so. Who that ever united 
being detected, but whenever they place|withthe church of Christ bore strenger teati- 
themselves where their deceptions and cor-jmony that the kingdom of heaven was set up 
ruptions eould effect the kingdom of promise,|in Pittsbargh, than William E. M’Lellin, all 
their iniquities are at made manifest, andjknow there was none: and on this point he 
they are purged out. Did such sly deceiversjhas so committed himeelf, that he has no 
keep themselves away from the kingdom ofſesoape, we have in writting in his own hand, 
heaven, they might pass off in the world fromſdeelaring that Ged had revealed to him; that 
gear to year, and all well, bat let them bring/the kingdom was set up. Let all who are 
their corruptions into the church of Christ. disposed, read his letters published in the 
and there attempt to practice it, and soon, very Messenger and Advocate, and there read. his 
soon’ their iniquity is made manifest, andjown testimony. Dare he say the kiogdom 
they exposed to the gase of every saint, ſis not set up, he dare not. Dare he say it 
and that because the Lord had promised tojis corrapted? let him and hie maker eettle it. 
Daniel, that his krngdons should stand forever. But where is he when he looks in a glass of 
and if he suffered it to be corrupted it couldjhisown making. I leave all to judge. I ask, 
if the Lord is not a liar, what is said W. E. 
On this principle stands the faith of the/M’Lellin? I leave all acquainted with the 
saints of the last days, that though heavenjcircumstances to answer. 
and sarth could be shaken and removed, yet.] Leta men say that the kingdom promised 
they receive a kingdom which cannot be sha - to Daniel is set up, and he must be a heaven- 
ken nor removed, and because of this, they/daring monster, 0 dare eay that ie oorrupted 
can serve God acceptably with reverence andjor can be. corrupted; for God promised 
Godly fear. This could not be done any Daniel that it should not be so, any man sa- 
where only where the promise of God standsjing it, is charging God, net man with lying. 
‘sure, eo that they are without fear; fer fear/Sach — monsters leave in the 
bath torment, and where fear is there faithſhande of God, to he disposed of as he.sees 
is not. The Lord knowing this, placed the/fit. The Lord has an ear to hear and 
foundstion of hie kingdom sure, that those|who dare thus charge him will fad. ip a m- 
who entered therein might be fearleas, andiing day, that he heard. Desperate rts sg 
serve God tably. The Lord well kuew|man’s case, and more desperate his | 
hat euch would be the events of the last dsy,|when he hae driven himself to such pubterfn- 
that it would require certuinty for bie ain toiges to save himself from expesere.. = - 


‘ 
i 
; 
; 
4 
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matter with God: it is ſor him to aeknowhſbihle is true. There is, some.propriety in 


edge it, by giving his Spirit. It ie not 0 beſan infidel saying, as they do. but a professed 
aispated if the kingdom is set up, theſbelie ver in the bible to say so, is monstrous; 


acknowlédges, aud will acknowledgefwhieh all are driven, who, when gueh things 
none andess hid kingdom is set up ſor it heſmakes theis appearance in the church of 
did he would deceive those to whom he gave Christ, say they are the effects of excitement; 
it. The question then is, has the J. ond givenjand yet say they believe the bible, because 
us his Spirit? and thereby, ae in days, of oldjsuch things were among the primitive gaigts. 
acknowledged’ us in the relation we profess Lf the things above stated are not proof to all. 
to sustain; if he has we 40 sustain the- zela- that the primitive saints were ef God, then 
tion ‘we profess, or élee the Lord deceived us,|there is no proof that they were, and if they 
und not man. We have shown ia the formerjare.proof that the former day saints: were of 
part ofthis essay, that that was the way the. God, sd are they proof that the church of 

ord always distinguished those whom he Chriei is of Ged. and, if they are proof. that 
acknowledged, as his people, from ve anil ehureh of Christ is an imposition and its 


‘Now if the Lord has and does giye us-bistleadersimpostors, so it is that the ehurch 
spirit, then all controversy is ended, and the organized by the apotles, was an imposition 
kingdom of God is ost up, for this is whatjand: its apostelic founders impostors. The 
‘we profess to have done, both before Godſold adage in this case is true. lt is a bad 
and man, and if we have not done it, and yetfrule that will not work both ways... 
the Lord gives aghis Spirit, he cannot do d Some, of those heaven-daring monstere 
have not set up the kingdom’ promised. 4e Nauvoo about the corruption of that people 
‘Daniel, and yet, ssy God ‘haa. given us his have, notwithstanding, said that J. Sid 


Spirit, makes Goda deceiver; and as we ſhad set-up the kingdom promised to Daniel - 


before so suy woagsia, we leave such heav-| Chie is a something, Smith, with all his er- 


on- daring monsters in the hand of God. Whatiraptions, never pretended to have done, aud as 


proof, made an attempt to de so. but a Short 


‘wag the testimony which the Lord gave any 
‘Poop ld that they were before him what they tic 
proſessed ie be? the only answer which can if thea J. Smith did set up the kingdom 
‘be given is, it wae the gift of the Holy Spirit. promised to Daniel, and afterwards corrupted 
Wen we Lord sent the gospel into thb worldſit, as they say he. did then the Lord. mest 
‘by hé promised to confirm theit+have told Daniel a falsehood... Such, ara the 
mission by bestowing the Holy Spirit oaſmonstrous efforts of basely oorrupted men to 
those who believed their word, and tho por de their. corruption, but all will net da, 
* gone receiving it, should heey, dreamſthere ss: such 4 thing new im existence, as the 
dreams, and see visions. They should. layſeburoh of; Christ, and it will drive all such 
hands on the siék, the sick should recov-/beaven-daring wretches. from their hiding 
These ‘things the Lord sait Should b Aces. te 
proof to alt, that he had seat them. In nddi- “ If any people had evidence from the Lord, 
“tion to the they were to speak. in' otberſchat he acknowledged wem, in the relation 
tengues and also: interptst them. Theseſchey prefessed.to sustain to him, the church 
„chisge were the evidences the Lord was tojof Christ has, and if they have not, none ever 
‘give, that the‘aposties had been sent by him. had. They have as stsang. evidence; as the 
Sone dpostates: say these things are done byſprimitire apostolio church had. In making 
more ‘ahimal excitement, if 80, then it wasithese declarations, we here our mind en 
NRrays vo, and albwuo did it in tho aposties|things as they actually exist. Sdchaathe heal- 
day, did it by mere animal: excitement, andſing of the sick by the ministration of the El- 
“if such had one spark of honesty in them, they dera of the church, and anointing with oil, the 
would throw away the bible'as a base impo-jspirit of prephecy, dreaming dreams, and that 
sition. ” All that any man ban say in qpposi · of auoh a character, that a man by a dream 
tlon te these things, when they appear, areſean tell what persons hundreds of miles from 
| equelly apyainet the bible, and the same arga-|them are doing, the power of :revetations sd 
mente that will preve them false now, will 
then: Letthese who take this position 
de honest; 


‘all who ‘pretend to belive iimthe religien 
‘Christ gay, these are the: eviderices: the 
d gave; in former. times, that people 
dens td 0 wf bim On these facts’ all 
be done soe qs\ciristendem bbild their faith, and are 


hot, they 
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Ae to the kingdom's being set-up, that is a well as,now, and where is.iheir proof mat the 


Lord has given his Spitit to those whom hejbut monstrous as it ia, iti is the,extramity, to 


and those who say welwho have been, railing against the people h 


time before his death, but failed in the attempt 


| 
| 
4 
| | 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
‘ed to confirm’ hie word «any: thing, bufftiag the ; churoh: the ‘speaking: ‘witt other 
| unt could be done by.aniinal excitement, and }toagues, and the interpretation of tongues. 
Het bible from them; for if they These exist In the church 
| "PO this extromit 1 
thoy mey it is 
it then, barit 
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proofs them that the Lord had accepted accepts the churoh as his, though alt thewortd 


primitive church, and if this bs true then, in-|stiould hate, despise, and calamniate it. The 
dead, the Lord has accepted us, and if they}world may say it is deception, imposition, 
are not proofé of that, then no people .everjheresy; bay what if they do, if the saiöts 
had’ evidence, that the Lord had accepted}know to the contrary, then thoy are willing’ 
themselves or- others. to bear the reproach of the world for Christ's 
Oa this foundation is based the faith of the/sake, and to rejoice and he exceeding glad, 
church of Christ. It was organized ia view)‘‘when all manner'of evil is spoken 8. 
of obtaining the very blessings it now enjoys. them falsely for Christ's sake;“ then it is 
Its hope of success depended on them; hadſthat they know their reward in heaven is 
they not been ‘bestowed, it must have ceasedigreat; forgo hath said their master. = == 
to exist! When the church was organised.| The manifestations made and now making 
it was done on such principles that it edald onlyſto the church of Christ, are the same as those 
exist, by the divine sanction, If the Lord didjfor which the saints of former days suffered 
not manifest himself te it, and in a way toojpersecation. It was because they believed 
which all would have to acknowledge that iiſthe things we believe, and because the Lord 
was the Lord, the organization must cease to manifested-himself to them as he is manifest. 


exist; but the Lord has manifested himself, andſing hiimself to us, that enraged’ their e iethies,: 


that beyond the highest anticipations of anyſand called forth an enraged popniacé; and it 


ol its members, and all who are acquainted|is our belief in the same things, which has 
with it know this to. be the fact. ‘Has thejraised the cry of delusiun, heresy, fanataci$di, 


then wee have, organized the kingdom ptomis- 


Lord manifested himself to deceivo us! this 
the most hardened date not say: if he has not 


ed to Daniel; for that was what we attempt. 
ed to do before the Lord, and be has achno wl. 
édged that we ha vs done it. If the word of 
the Lord to Daniel is true, the matter is forever 
settled, and we;ean look forward with con- 
fadence, ves, with unshaken confidence, to the 
day gf final triumph; when Daniel, to whom 
the prom s was made, shall stand in his lot 
according to the promise. 
The great question to settle by any people, 


imposition, false prophet, with a multitade of 
things of the same character; all of which 
shew to us that we sustain the same charat“ 
ter to both Christ and the world the primitive 
saints did; thereby we have infalable proof: 
of our acceptanée with’ God, if they had 
Surveying our whole position, and tie con- 
clasion is forced on us, that the Lord ‘has’ 
accepted us, and if he has accepted us, it is to 
the exclusion of all others; and taking the 
whole case into review and it is calculated do 


' Jawaken the liveliest feslings of joy and con- 


fidence in our minds. 
What is the character in which the Lord 


When they profess te be the people of God. | 
Have they obtained the true otraracter beforeſhas accepted us! the answer is. the character 
the Lord, ao that he bestows on them the dis jin which We have presented ourselves to him, 
tinguishing characteristics; by which ha dis. that of tlie kingdom promised to Danief: for 
inguishes hia church from all others? if theyſit ie in this character we have presented our- 
s all the evideaces that any people ever|selves before the Lord, and if the Lord has 
. that the Lord i has accepted them. Ifſaecepted us at all, he has accepted us in that 
such is the case they ‘may know that if theſcharacter, and if te nas inanifested nimserf 
Lord ever had a ‘people on Garth, they aru hi to as, he he done dq Tet he 49d. all ot ö 
people. It matters not what geinsyers may know, that he acknowledges in that relation 
say or think, this does not alter their ‘condi-|to him; then indeed it becomes our ‘privifeze 
tion or standing before the Lord, any moreſio inquire, what are the promises left on re- 
than It did the standing ‘of the primitive cord, which belongs to the kingdom that the 
charch. eried’ enthusiast. Lord promised to Daniel should be set up in. 
imposition... blasphemy, drugkanness, with|the last days! and when we have determined 
innumerable axecrations, but what effect had|thas,, we can sea what we have to expect; for 
these isayinga on the true standing, of theall things written about that kingdom are 
church before the Lardl ve answer none aiſwritten aboui us and fur oar bedefit, if, indeed 
all; anil’ what effect will,saqh thtegs have on the Lord us, as that king- 
the trae character, therehacch.of,, Christ dow dom. What eat of could ba more gratifying 
sustains the Lard? just the same it bad) to the saints than to take up the 'revetativas of 
in former times ane at all. . jheaven, and there read the’ of thei: 
Wich the of Christ in thia age asisel'ves, as obtained of the Lord by the 
welb es in all ether - ages, the inquiry. is noiſets thougagds-of years hefore their earthly ex- 
nor was, “what does ad, igmvtant world thinkſistence, and therein tollow their history till 
of us, or in what point of lightdo they view Daniel, to whom the promise of the kingdom 
us; but in what point of light doas the, Lord) was made should stand in his promised | t. 
view us; does he or dbes he not aceapt ust ‘Phere in 
Phese questions once o and, There alijany time, tb whom Paul's saying in 15th 
difficul tes with tha trus Christ ende. chapter and verse to the ean up- 


érecwerittan afotetime were written for: on- 
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batithe: Lord, gan giveothe 


if. tha chtrch! is made partakets of — with more force.» “for, whatscover things 
17 


i 
‘ 
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MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE, 


_ kingdom of Christ are requested to make par- 


where they travel, who there are that can trav- 
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Jestning; that we, through patience and com-jdates for baptism nearly every week, who 
fort of the scriptures, might have hope.” Iſſeome forth and manifest their faith towards 
any people could say that the things writienſthe Lord Jesus Christ, and their repentance 


aforetime, were written for their learning, that 
they through belief might have hope, the 
chureh of Christ can say it; for there is, when 
the scriptures are closely examined, more said 
shout the kingdom promised to Daniel, than 
on any other one subject introduced in the 
bible. All the hopes of the saints, according 
te the bible, whether living or dead, had a 


towards God, by their obedience to the law of 
heaven. And what affords us positive evidence 
that they have repented with that repentance 
whieh needeth not to be repented of, and have 
received that faith which worketh by love and 
purifies the heart, is the fact, that they receive, 
after the imposition of hands, the gift of the 


common interest in its triumph. And all ex- 
pected it, and rejoiced in anticipation of it. 
The saints of the kingdom, have things re 
eorded in the bible, which belong to them. 
and them alone. All the exceeding great and 
recious promises, made in the scriptures, by 


Holy Spirit, and bring forth the fruits of the 
gospel of peace. 

The news from the elders and churches 
abroad is also of a cheering and animating na- 
ture; many of our brethren in different parts of 


h prophets and apostles, were made be- che country, testify to us in their letters, that 


eause the Lord, in the last days, was to set 


they have never in their lives enjoyed the out- 


upakingdom. If the Lord had not promised 
te set up a kingdem, in fhe last days, that 
should never be destroyed; the promises 
made by the — and apostles, to those 
od sag last days would never have been 


In view, then, of the appearance of that or 
der, that the Lord has given to as, is founded 
all the hopes of the righteous, whether dead 
or living. No wonder, thea, the Lord, at it 
Very commencement, should distinguish it as 
his, as he has done, and pour out his spirit 
upon those who enter into it, letting them 
knew that they are the Lord's. And well 
may the saints rejoice in hope seeing all are 

rs, the hope ie theirs, the prom are 
theirs, the kingdom is theirs. the redemption 
of the purchased possession is theira, life is 
theite, and death is to be their victim, Paul, 
Spies, Cornet and Christ are theirs, all is 
theirs, and they are God's. | 


PITTSBURGH, PA. FEBRUARY, 1846. 


NOTICE TO THE ELDERS. | 
The travelling authorities of the church and 


ticular inquiry in all the branches and places 


el and preach the l the coming season 
and what section of country they think they 
would prefer. The High and Elders 


are also requested to ascertain as far as con- 

venient, the same —and let it be forwarded 

as far as e hum 

for 


JOSIAH ELLS, 
3 : One of the Twelve. 
Pitisburgh, Feb. 7, 1846. 


PROGRESS OF THE CAUSE OF TRUTH. 

We have the privilege of saying to our 
brethren ‘abroad, that to us the prospects of the 
church and kin were never brighter than 
at the present mement. The saints in this 


= iterfrom Dr. J. M. Bernhisel, from 


pourings of the Spirit of God, to as great an ex- 
tent as of late. This causes our heart to ro- 
joice, and we fee} to say to the saints, continue 
to humble yourselves before the Lord, and walk 
uprightly before him, and you shall receive, ere 
long, greater blessings than you have as yet 
ever enjayed. 
MRS. EMMA SMITH. 

It will be remembered that a few weeks 
since, we publishéd a letter, copied from the 
N. Y. Sun, purporting to be from the pen of 
Mrs. Smith, which we at the time believed to 
be a forgery; but as it was being extensively 
published as genuine, we concluded to give it 
place, together with such commentsas we felt to 
make atthe time. We now have the pleasure 
of informing our readers that Mrs. Smith was 
aot the author of said letter, but pronounces it a 
forgery, as will be seen by the following article 
copied from the Pirrssuncu Morninc CHron- 


cla of Jan. 28th. 

Hoax.—The New York Sun contains a let- 
Nauvoo, 
enclosing a letter from Mra, Smith the widow 
of Joseph Smith, in which she ga as- 
serts that the letter which recently ape in 


that r rting to have been written b 
her, was. a 15 rgery. e letter alluded to — 


: extenrively copied and thought to be genuine. 


AN ADMONITION TO THE SAINTS. 
„Let those who name the name of Obrist 
be evens depart from iniquity,” is one of 
the impoMant sayings of Paul, the apostle, 
and it is an admonition to which all the saints’ 
would do well to give heed, as on it depends 
theiz only hope ofsalvation. Men may K 
to practice iniquity, and do it so secretly that — 
none can discover them, and pass themselves 
off for followers of Christ, when in their 
hearts they are. fall of iniquity; and in conse- 
uence of this will all the evils come, 
which are to desolate the world and all, who 
are not careful to depart from iniquity will 


city have the pleasure of waiting upon candi- 


perish with it though they may have name 


— — . S. —-—-—?⁵fl 1——-—T½—P'ſi. 
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the name of Christ, and assayed tobe his fol-| All whaeome into the church of Christ, and 
lowers. : Aare not carefal to depart from iniquity, will 
The above exhortation is one of vast impor-|finally be cast off. In order to obtain the 
tance to all the saints. The religion of Christiblessings of the kingdom of heaven, it was 


was introduced into the world that righteous-'as necessary to seek the righteousness of the: 


ness might be established amongst -men.—)kingdom, as it was to seek th» kingdom. and 
Righteousness is the habitation of God's he that does not seek the righteousness of the 
throne, and righteousness is the principle of/kingdom, notwithstanding be may have ob- 
his government. Tion's glory will comejtained a place in it, he will not haze the 
when her righteoucness shall shine as the|*‘all thipgs“ added to him, but be cast out 
noon day. A man draws near to God, only. with hypocrites and unbelievers, Let all tha 
as he increases in righteousness, and to dwell/saints then take Paul's admonition, and be 
in his preeence he must be righteous, even as|carefal to depart from iniquity. 

he (God) is righteous. Righteousness ang 
trath dwell together, where one is found, there TESTIMONY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.. 
is the other. Righteonsness and truth are to 7 BY 8. RIobußnx. 


that nt forthe Dona of ar age 

No pretentions to the divine favor, will a- bee of the 
vail any thing unless it is coupled with rizht- amerd ine quiring wind a wide Held o reflec- 
eousness. Righteousness has power withſtion, and one which increases in interest as we 
God. The fervent prayer of the righteous make ourselves acquainted with the facts re. 
saan availeth much, was the language of the 2 — 
apostle James; that the prayer of any other quire inte e eee 


_ will avail any thing we have no reason to bo- vealed; they lead the mind into the future; 


lieve. This is the cause that many pray and | , 
avail nothing. because the prayer 1 throw the 
led with righteousness, for without this Proper ont et — 
attempts at prayer, are vain. He that does 
not strive ard be carefal to depart frown iniquir re him. 
ty, is as liable to be led into error as into trdth|~" *©daaiotence with these revelations gives 
a person a knowledge: of things as they 


and the end of such an one, will be that he 


will be overcome hy delusion, that he may he be had f 


condemned, because he who does not depart 
from iniquity. does not nor cannot receive the 
trath in the love of it. | : 

It is because that thousands will name the 
name of Christ, who will never seek to escape 


now exist. and will hereafter exist, which can 
pno other source. Men are in the 
constant habit of forming theories not only in: 
relation to the past but also to the fature.—— 
And these theories, if they are of any extent 
in relation to the things about which they are 
formed must, in a great degree, be * 

on 


iniquity, that all the heresies and doctrines o and must be formed without any 


devils, which will cause the perilous times to 
come that will desolate the earth, will be in 
troduced into the world. Paul says of these 


which they rest. As to the.things taught in 
the bible and in all the revelations of heaven 
extant, they lay claim upon all who read: for 


perilous times, they wifl come because men consistency, as they treat of subjects that could 


will have a form of godliness bat deny the 


not be understood only by revelation, in treat. 


power thereof. All the sacred writers testify): 
consistency when they treat of subjects which 


have a form of godliness without the power could be known by revelation only, they de- 


thereof, and in consequence of this, will run : 
to ‘all manner of excess, and bring desirac-|*lare that it was by revelation they obtained 
tion on the world. fte knowledge. 1006 


Withoat religion is coupled with righteous-| To the reader and believer in revelation it 
ness, the power of godliness will never bejis u matter of some interest to him to know 
found nor enjoyed. The power of godliness|whether it is necessary fer himself to have 
is found only where true religion is coupled/that same spirit of revelation which was in 
with righteousness, and where this is the ca, the writers of the seripures, in order that he 
the power of godliness will always be there. might be partaker of the’ future blessings 


= | 

! Vo people, it matters not what are their pre-/which these writers say are the privilcdge ¢ 
tentions, will have the power of God in theirſmen. If then their testimony is true, it bo- 
midst unless they are careful to depart from|comes a matter of interest to those whe de- 
) iniquity, that is, unless they make it a matter|lieve, tb ge upon what . — — 
| of inquiry before the Lord, to knew and un- ed apo are to be enjoyed, and a8 the sab- 
ferstand, before the Lord, all things whichjject of the blessings is one of revelation pare- 
are tigi in bis by 20 that they may/ly,.we must look to that alone for ny informa- 
mn m It, and ‘be found in tlie presence) tion on which we can rely. We will thero- 
God inheriters of righteousness. tors examine a few of the sayings of the apos- 
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tle Paul on this subject, which is recorded i: revelation,” coupled with “knowledge” Je- 


the Ist chapter of his epistle to the Ephesiahs;|sus had said that if his disciples continued in 
but before ws éxiinine. the sayings of Paul. bis wérd they should Anow the truth, and if 


the apastle, we will introduce some sayings 
of the Savior, recorded by John, the apostle, in 


the 7th chapter {6th and 17th verses, whichleege came by the spirit of wisdom and reve- 
read thus *-Jesus answered them, and said. flauon which he prayed without ceasing that 
My doctrine is nut mine, but his thatsent me.ithe Father might give unto them. He then 


If any man will do his will, he shall know o 
the d 


octrine, whether it ba of God, or wheth- by that spirit, verse 18th ‘The eyes of your 


er I speak of myself. And in the 8th chap- 


ter 313t and 32 verses, we have the following/may know what is his‘calling, and what't 

“Then said Jesus to these Jaws which believ jiiches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
ed on him, If ye continua in tiny word, then/saints,” It would, open the eyes of their un- 
are ye my disciples tadged; and ye shall know/Jerstanding, and by their being thus enlight- 


the truth, and the truth shall make you free.“ 


In both these quotations we have the word .,] what is the hope of his (G. 
“know” introduced. Ia the first it is saidſing, and what the riches of the glo 


“If any inan will do his will.“ that is thel(God’s) inheritance in the saints. All’ this 
fathér's will *he shall know of the. a waa to be known by the. spirit of wisdom and 


whether it he of God, or whether I speak o 


myself,” that is he shall “know” whether/might give untothem. _ 


Jesus was inspired of the Father to say what] He continues in verse 


ho did, or whether. he had said it without au- farther what things the Saints at Ephesus 
thority from the Father, and this kaow led ge of would “know” by that spirit of revelation.—" 


the doctrine was to. be obtained by doing his 


(che Father's) will. Inthe second it is said greatress of his power to us-ward Who be- 
If you continue in ing will, then are youſſieve, according to the working of his power.” 
my disciples indeed: and ye shall*know the Acgording to these sayings by that 
truth, and che truth shall make you free.“ {the saints would “know” what is thé exceed - 
Supposirg a man should do the will of God, ſing greatness of his power to us;ward who 
and should coatinue in Ohrist's, word, onſbelieve, according to the workiogs of bie 


what principle is it that that person could/mighty power; and he 


“know” of hig doctrine, and also:‘tknow’ thejstjl| more on the su 


truth. How would the Lord wake known 


the facts to him It is this question whichjhe raised him from the dead, and set him at 


Paal, the apostle, answers in the let. chapter N righ 
to the Ephesians as abeve alluded to. In the! Th or i 
quotations above,. the Savior uses the word 


„uno, ) and in the sence in which he: usesſin, raising Christ from the 
in, is the seace in which we are to understand; When Jesus then said to his 


here in the 20th said to be t 


As 
be the power, wspo bt 


‘disciples that. 


theterm as used in the bible. and if we uss ition certain principles and by doing certain 


in ahy other sence, it will only lea ve the mind 
in darkness 80 that we can knew. nothing in 
truth. In order then to understand this term 
as used bythe Savior and the apostles we; 


le 


nol was 


will have recourse to’ the chapter above alla by the, spin they wefe to ‘know of the 
ded to wheré Paal, the apostle, discourses on\daciriae, whather it, od a 


the subject of this knowledge at leagth,and.of 


the: means by which it is obtained. nato the truth,“ this knowledge was 10 come,. 
The apostle after discoursing freely: andſaceordlug to Paul, by 


plaialy on the subject of the religion he was 


promulging, and of iss. effects on himself. helthat the aaints at Ephesus might receive and. 
thusjaddressed the saints. at, Ephesus, 16th) which, after received, 


and 17th, verses ‘Cease not to give thanks, forltruth, as the Savior, said, 


you, making mention oſ you in my prayers;ision. 


ona particujar, O. 


hat the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the, When this subject is properly undatatood. 
Father of glory, may give unto you the spiritias set forth in the scriptures, It silences all. 
of wisdom and revelation, the. Eno ledgequibbles in relation to, What the Savior and 


ed not to give thanks, for them, making meu- Knowledge, 


in, 


of him.“ The apostle here says that he spostles meant when they used, the term. 


tion af them, in, his prayets, that . the God ollthingsof n cases they meant that, 


our. Lord, Jesus Chris, tha F 
might give unte 555 


m 


gather ot glory, ich God; wor 


nem the ‘spirit of, wisdo him, by. givis 
apd revelatjunin the knowledge of him (God. Spirit. the’ searched 


doctrine, and here Paul gays that know 
flproceeds to shew what things they “know 
ined, by the spirit of revelation, they won 
4˙8) call- 
| ry of his 
19th Sew. still’ 

says thus what 18 the excecdrut 
gays in the 2Uth verge, 
| bject in the following | 
words: Which he wro in Christ, when 
| and in the heaventy, places, | 
| to 
| things, they should “know” concerning bin. 

aul here explaing the w iter, and 
shows that the ‘knowledge | 
ito be obtained hy the spirit of revelation 
When Jesus sala they (ue 3 

| id give, £0 them 
das | 


that, enirit that. meu gapld “call Jesus 
Lord, Jesus might he inthe world and thg peo: 
ple see him wish their eyes and. yet 
him not could they ‘know’? him to be Jesu- 
only by the spirit of sevelation, Angels 
might appear mate men, but who could tel! 


Father, ot. the same fulness with the Father; 
being hegotten of hiu, and was, ordained 
hefore,the foundation of the world td; be pro- 
pitia tion for the sins of all those who, should 
belia ve onvhig, name, and is called the Son be- 
cause of the h—and descended in suffering 
helo w that which man can suffer. or, in other 


they were angels, none. unless they did so by; 
the.“tepirit of tevelation, Hence it is that is 
ig the spirit that gives knowledge and not an- 


When the: Savior commissioned the apos- 


worls, suffered- greater: sufferings, and was 
exposed 10 more powerful contradictions than 
any man can be. But notwithstanding all 
bie, he kept the law of God, aud remained 


tles to proclaim, the gospel, the promise to those wilt. out sig: Shewing, thereby thatit.is in 


who obeyed, was that they should. “receive 
the Holy Spirit,“ for it was by that they were 
to know ike things, of God. It was by tha 
they, were to have their eyes enlightened... It 


the power of man to keep the law and remain 
also without sin. And also, that by hin a 
tigb teous judgment might come upon all flesh , 


wae by that they were to ‘know’ the. hopejmay justly ba cordemned by the lew, and 


of their calling. When a person then has 
obeyed the gospel, and has received the Holy 
Spirit he ‘+4nqws”. that he is of God and the 
people among whom he is, has the true order 


have no excuse. for their sins. And he being 
the only begotten. of the Father, fol) of grace 
land truth, and having overcome, ved « 
fulneas of the glory of the Father posses su 


of God, and he can say 80; for. the Lord . same mind with the Faihes, which mind 


authorised him 10 do it, and when he says so 
because himself and others . has receiyed the 


ig the Holy Spirit, tat belare reeost. of the 
Father and the Son, and these thres ate one, 


Holy. Spirit he uses the term s*know’’ precise- 
Men may. be baptised, and that according to 
the will of God, and yet may be alength of ume 
before they receive the spirit of revelation.— 
How long the Ephesians had, been bap- 
tised before Paul wrote, bib epistie, is nat 
zaid in the epistle, bat long or short, Pan) 
prayed that they might receive the. spirit © 
Tevelation,.proof that at that time they. all 
had not that. spirit, Nr Loet the 
saints then rejoice in the spirit, and if there 


or in other words, these three constitute she 
great matchless, governing acd supreme. pow - 
er over all things: by whom all things were 
created.and made, that were.created and made: 
and these threa .constituie. tbe. Godbead, 
and are one: The Father and the Son pos- 

ing the, same mind, the, dame wisdem, 
„power and falnesa:, Filliog all in all— 


gie 


Mind; glory and power, or, in other words, 
the Spirit, glory and pewer of the, Father 


possessing all knowledge apd glory, and the 


are any. who have not received it, let shem cease 


— 


not ta pray until they receive iti. 


From ile Baok of Doctrine and Coyenants, ... 
LECTURE 5.—ON FAITH... 


(Cyntiaued rom 7 422.) 
, I. La pur former —.— we treated of 
being, character; perfections and attributes. 
God. What we mean by perfections, is, 4h 
-perfections which belong to all the attributes 0 
hie nature,, We shall, in this lecture speak 
of she-Godhend:'we mean the Father, Son and 
2. Thete are two personages who eonsti- 
tate the great, matchless, governing and gu- 
pro power over all things—by whom al] 
things were created and made, that are created 
and made, whether visible or invisible: wheth- 
er in heaven, on garth, or in the; eaub, under 
‘the earth, or throughout the immensity of space 
hey are the Father and the Son: the Fath, 
or deing a personage of spirit, glory and. pow. 
pessedsing all perfection and fulneas:— 
Thal Son who was in thebosom of the Father, 
2 personage of tabernacle, made, ar ſusbaned 
Jike:anto man, ot being in the fonm und like: 
mess of man; ier; rathé?, man was, fred aftar 
léknéss, and in hie- image; uso the 


uxpress image ands likeness of the :petsené 
| ef the-Ba the fühlen of the 


heirs of the heavenly kingdom, 


same kingdom, sitting at the right band of 


in the express image and likeness of 
ine 


ather-—a: Mediator for man--being filled 
with the fulness of che Mind of the Father, 
or, in other words, the Spirit of the; Father; 


| hich spirit is ebed forth upon all who believe 


his name and keep his.eommandmeats: and 
those who bis commandments. shall 


grow up ſrom grace to grace, and becom 
and jaint heirs 


with Jesus .Christ possessing, the, same 
mind, being transformed into jhe same image 
or likeness, even the express image, ef him 
who fills all in all: being Glled with the fal- 
ness of his glory, and, become one In him, 
even: as the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are 
3. From the foregoing accoant of the God 
head. which is given in his revelations, the 
Saintes have a sore foundatian ‘laid, for 
oreize of faith unto liſo and salvation, threug 


the atonement and mediation of Jesu, 


by: whose-blood they have a 

sins, and alse, a eure reward laid ug Shem 
in heaven, even{that of partaking of sha ſul nd 
of the Father:and the Son, threngh the Spirits 
ae the Sem pattakes of the falnens of the 


er through the Spirit, so theesinte are, by the 
satseSpirit, of the ful- 


dnjoy the! glory; for as: the 


and that who walk not in the law of, God. 


the Son being filled with the falnese of ho 


— —...Fſ — .- .. Xtyv 
| 
| 
| 
1 
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Father and Son are one, 80 in like manner iheſhis good naine among men, his houses, his 
saints are to be one in them, through the lovejlands, his brothers and sisters, his wife and 
of the Father, the mediation of Jesus Christ. child ren, and eves his own life also, counting 
and the gift of the Holy Spirit; they are to beſall things but filth and dross ft the excellen- 
heirs of God and joint heirs, with Jesusicy of the knowledge of Jesus Christ, requires 
Christ. 4 3 | more than mere belief, or snpposition that he 
is doing the will of God, but actnal know. 
edge realizing, that when these soffcrings are 
ended he will enter into eternal rest; and be 
a partaker of the glory of God. : | 

For unless a person does know that he 
is walking according to the will of God, it 
would be offering an insult to the dignity of 
‘he Creator, were he to say that he would be 
a partaker of his glory when he should be 
done with the things of this life. But when 

2. This Knowledge supolies an important/he has this knowledge, and most assurdly 
place in tevesle religion; forit was by rea - knows that he is doing the will of God, his 
eon of it that the ancients were enabled to en-jconfidence can be equally strong that he will 
dure as sering him who is invisible An se- be a partaker of the glory of God. 

‘tual knowledge to any person that the course; 7, Let us here observe, that a religion that | 
of life which he pursues is according to the|does hot require the sacrifice of all things, never 
will of God, is exsentially necessary to enableſhas power sufficient to produce the faith ne- 
‘him to have that confidence in God. withouticessary unto life and salvation; for from the 
which no persen can obtain eternal life. Itifirst existence of man, the faith necessery 
was this that enabled the ancient} saints to en- unto the enjoyment of life and salvation — 
dure all their afflictions and persecutions. andjcould be obtained without the sacrifice of all 
to take joyfufly the spoiling of their goods, ſearthly things: it was through this seecrifice, 
knowing, (not believing merely,) that theyſand this only, that God has ordained: that 
had a‘more enduring substance. ‘Heb. x: 34. men should enjoy eternal life; and it ts 

3. Having the assurance that they wereſthrough the medium of the sacrifice of all 
porsuing a vourse which was agreeable to theſearthſy things, that men do actually’ know 
will of God, they were enabled to take, notithat they ure doing the things that are weil 
only the spoiling of their goods, and the wast-/pleasiny in the sight of God. When a man 
ing of their substance, joyfully, but aleo to has offered in sacrifice all that he haa, for the 
suffer death in its most horrid forms; know-|trnth’s sake, not even withholding his life, 


LECTURE SIXTA. 

1. Having treated, in the proceeding lec | 

_ tures, of the ideas of the character, perfections 

and attributes of God, we next proceed to 

treat of the knowledge which persons must 

have, that the course of life which they pur 

sue is according to the will of God, in order 

that they may he enable to exercise faith in 
him unto lite and salvation. | 


. 


. 


ing. (not merely believing,) that whén this/and believing before God that he hes been 


earthly house of their tabernacle was dissolv- 
ed, they had u. building of God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the hesvens.— 
Second Cor. v: 1. F 
4. Such was and always will be the situa 
tion of the saints of God, that unless they have 
an actual knowledge that the course that the 
are pursuing is according to the will of God, 
they will grow weary in their minds and faint; 
for such has been and always will be the 
opposition in the hearts of unbelievers and 
those that know not God, against the pure 
and uanadalterated religion of heaven, (the 
only thing which ensures eternal “qe? that 
they will persecute, to the uttermost, all that 
worship God accordnig to his revelations, re- 
ceive the truth in the love of it, and submit 
themselves tobe guided and directed by his 
will, and drive them to euch sxtremities that 
nothing short of an actual knowledge of their 
being the favorites of heaven, and of their hev- 
ing embraced that order of things which God 
has established for the redemption of man, 
Will enable tham to exercise thet confidence 
in ö ‘them to overcome the 
world, and obtain that ron of glery which 
iv'taid up for them thet fear God. 


5. Fora man 30 lay down his all, his che- 
— Zm— 


shall not keep 


called to make thie sacrifice, because he 
seeks to do his will, he does know most as- 
suredly, that God does and will seeept his 
sacrifice and offering, and that he has not nor 
will not seek hie face in vain. Under these 
circumstances, then, he can obtain the faith 
necessary for him to lav hold on eternal life. 
8. It is in vain for persone to faney to 
emselves that they are heirs with these, or 
can he heirs with them, who have offered 
their all in sacrifice, and by this means ob- 
tain faith in God and favor with him 80 8 te 
obtain eternal life, unless they in like manner 
offer unto-him the same sacrifice, and through 
that offering obtain the knowledge that they 


are accepted of him. ae 3 

9. It wae in -offering sacrifice that Abel, 
the first martyr, obtained knowle that he 
was accepted of Gad. And from the days of 
ae Abel to the present time, the kel. 

ge that men have that they are accepted in 
the sight of God, is obt by offering cac- 
rifice: and in the. last days, before the Lord 
comes. tie is to gather ser his saints whe 
have made a « t wich him by sscarifice. 
Ps. 1:3,4,5. Oar God shall come, and 
ep silence: a fire shall devour 


before him und it Shall be very tem | 
round him. He shell eail to thie heav- 


2 — “4 4 
A 
4 
. 
a 
¢ 
14 
| 
3 
& 
A, 
4 
4 
* 
* 
N 
* 
— 


445 


ons from above, aod tu ihe varth, that he 
may jadgehis people. Gather my saints to- 
gather. unto me; those that have iaade a cov 
enant antome by sacrifice. 
10. Those, then, wha: make the sacrifice 
will have the testimony that thei¢ course is 
pleasing in the sight of Gd, aud those who 
have this testimony will have faith to lay 
hold an eternal life, and will be enabled, 
through faith, to endure.anto the end, and re. 
ceive the crowa that is laid ap for thera tha: 
love the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
But those who do not make the sacrifice can 
not enjoy this faith, because men are depend - 
ent upon this sacrifice in order to obtain this 
faith; therefore, they cannot lay hold upon 
eternal life; because the revelations of God 
do nat guarantee anto them, the authority so 
todo; and without this guarantee faith could 
not exit. | 
11. All the saints of whom we tave ac. 
count in all the revelations of God wnich are 
extant, obtained the knowledge which they 
had of their acceptance tn his sight, through 
he sacrifice which they offered unto him: 
nd through the k owledge thus. obtained, 


heir faith became sufficiently strong to lay 


veld upon the promise of eternal life, and to 
endure as seeing hitn who is invisible; and 
were enabled, throuzh faith, te combai 
he powers of darkness, contend against the 
viles of the adversary, overcome the world. 


— —ð——ñ— 
hear her vow and he shall hold his peace at 


her; then every bond wherewith she had 
bound her seul shall stand. But if her father 
disallow her in the day that he heareth it, not 
any of her vows. shall stand, and the Lord 
shall forgive her, because her father disallow- 
ed her. 
„And if sha had an husband when she 
avowed or uttered aught ont of her lips, 
wherewith she bound ber soul; and her hus- 
band heard it; and he shall hold his peace 
at her in the day that he heard it, then her 
vows shall stand. But if her husband disal- 
lowed her on the day that he herd it then he 
shall make her vow of none effect; and the 
Lord shall forvive ner. If her husband alto. 
gether hold his peace at her, from. day to day, 
then he establisheth all her vows; but if he 
shall any way make them void, after that he 
hath heard them, then he shall bear her iniqui- 
ty. saith the Lord.“ See Numbers, 30. : 
Render unto God the things that are God’s; 
for we must not rob God in tithes and cffer- 
ings; because it is a snare to the man who 
devoureth that which is holy, and after vows 
to.work iniquity. . 
Beloved brethren, in the kingdom and 
charch of Christ, let us be mindful of the cov- 
enant that the Lord made with our fathers, 
even with Abraham, and of his oath to Isaac, 
and confirmed the same to Jacob. fur a law.— 
For blessed is the man, whosoever he be, 


ind abtain the end of their faith, even the sal- 
ration of their souls. 
19. Bat those who have not made. this 


sacrifine to God, do nat know that the course which 
which they, pursud is well pleasing in hisjezlastis 
tight; for ‘whatever may be their belief o Co 


whether Israelite or stranger, that joineth 
himself,te the Lord, and taketh hold of his 
covenant, even that everlasting covenant 
od hath made with us in Christ’s ev- 
kingdom. 
ye; come ye, all ye 
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that hunger and 


hair opinion, it is a matter of doubt and uncer-|thirst-after righteousness, come.and:join your- 
vainty in their mind; and where doubt and]sel ves unto the Lord our God ard enter with 
uncertainty is, there faith is not, nor can it be.ſus into the perpetusl covenant that shall not 


Por doubt and faith do not exist in the same|be. forgotten. 


serson at the same time. So that persons 
_ whose minds are ander doubta and fears canno 
have anshaken confidence, and where uasha- 
ken confidence 4s not, thate faith ie weak, and 


Wo unto them which swear by the name of 
the Lord, and make mention of God. But 
not in truth, nor in rightecusness.—Isa. 48:1. 

f-aay brother vow a vow unto the Lord, 
or.swear an oath to bind hia soul. with a bond, 
— — not his word; he shall do ac- 
ing te a at proceedeth out of his 
Again if any woman vow a vow unto the 

Lord, and bind herself by a bond, 
her father’s house in her youth, and her 


where faith is weak, the person will not be|B 


‘Boston January, 13 1866. 


Reben. 
Dear 


so, much 


ty power,. 
dt man or 


7 


that weman shat is willing 


| 

| West Elizabeth, Pa. Jan. 16, 1846. 

4 able to contend against all the opposition, trib- sure I take my pen 
} ulgtiens and afflictions which they will haveſin hand te write you, afier my own. manner, 
te.encounter in order tobe heirs of God, and/that through these few lines I night. ceommu- 
2 joint heirs with Jesus Christ; and they will nicate to you my feelings, although it might | 
‘weary in their. minds, and the adversary be more gratifying to us fe eonverse, face to 

7; will have power over them and destroy them. face but necessity drives ue thus, and we 
4 VOWS AND COVENANTS. Haw, hae things singe we 

4 left the, #a called holy city of Nauvoo; hew 

wonderfully has the Lard with — 

n those demon that profess 

ge they that their 
hearts weare more holy than thou, | call them 
q the Lord's people; they are the Lord's pe- 

{ | ple, and I rejoice, in my God that they ara.— - 
Why dol rejoice? because I want to see his. 
5 | — works, and also the display of his 


although it he to the crush of natiens or the 


— 
hecome sabjectto the law of Gd and abey the Brother James is welk and doing all in his 
first prineiples of thé ‘gospel, which are to beipower to turm the péople fromthe error of their” 
adopted into his family—he or she by so do- prospects begin td brigliten a liule, and 
ing*bevomes the son or daughter of God.—jwe yet hope to do much good in“thie ,j . 
Well then, that people, at Nauvoo, have gore e hést respeets to your wife and .the 

thus far, how much further God only no ws, rest of your family, brother ‘Robinson and 
for 1 de not. Suffice it to say they have other inquiring fri ende. 
over shot the mark, they have gone far Yours in the bonds of the new covenant, 
erough to get into the hands of a just God. EDWARD. B. WINGATE. 
and if they de not curse the day that they; 
ever transgressed his law. then the old proph - Hanau C. Vai: Nov. 14, 1845. 
ets did not tell a straight story concerning BROrn en: ari se 
his people in the last days, but am inelined! I embrsee this opportunity to 
to believe that they did tell the truth for wel writeyou'a letter, aud 1 hope you will not 
have had many samples of the: transgressoreſeonsider that I em forgetfal of your welfare 
fete inthis out day. I do not rejoice ia theſand family; indeed I would. have written | 


2 


fatl-of men. or in other worde I do not wish)sooner, but properly speaking. I have had no 


to eee ‘God’s people ‘come to naught. But Iſtime: the largest part of my time is spent: in 
‘want to see the words of the Lord ſulfilledſtravelling and preaching the gospe. 
of na Jam not gomg to tell you any long and 
destruction of pot feltow men; and whilst Iſthrilling stories of the difficulties that 1 have 
caae upon the scenes that now snrronnd me; had to encounter, this would be more than 
andlook beck upon the past, I uemble withſthe limits of a letter would allow; suffice it 
fear’ lees I may beeome a ‘castaway likeſto say that I have had, and still have many 
thousand that have gone before mei ‘But lamidifficulties, yet God be praised, I am. stil 
determined that this shall not bethe case, Ijalive and in good healtb. Absenos of body 
have passed a decree in. my beutrt that withſhas not made me forgetful: of yourself and 
the help of God I ill out rida the’ storms: that|your family, nor indeed of the saints in gen- 
may rage against me, and pui that old tyraniſeral, not even the people of Nyuvoo: Oh how 
ine devil to shame. It is for him that I, are the mighty fallen! What. a solemn les- 
with: others have labored nearly all our lives, son tu all, to be careſul and live in the ſoar of 
ahd new is the time ſor us to turn against him God, and keep bis holy commandménts; by 
and hie Kingdom, and drive him with ‘bie in- this woe live withont fear undi shame I trust, 
nuinèrable train of imps ftom of the my brother, that the sainte in Pittsbotgh, and 


eharoh, and from the faee of the earth, thatleledwhere;: of this / ofganivation are: living in 


there may not be place found there ſor them. the greatest harmony, and, ri ness, 
Some might say I am too hard on he old d- temporal and ‘spiritual; Brother, my heart 
versary. But my motto is to give the devil hisidesire is, to ces all men happy; hence I: pour 
due; but 1 leave him in the hands of a jasiſout my liſe as an offering before them aad 
1 for one Shall commenes my “campaign)fered; for them I: willingly endure the priva- 
after next conference, and am. determined|tions of life; for them I deny myself the en- 
not to eave from ééanding the trump ef the|joyments of a quiet homez ſor them:1: bave 


gospel, -entil the kingdoms the world! be- ſbeoome a soldier of the crdsss for d brave 


come the kingdom of our God and hie Christ. the fury of “incarnate devils,” thnt for myseif 
I long for'the time to come: when I shall gojand them aerown of happiness may be gain · 
to declare these eternal tied. 4 feel sore thatin this am mot 
Fetioveh, that 1 mey, if possible, pay efjbut have: brave brother soldiers, willing to 
the debt which o to my heaven) Patter. rally round the standard of Jeaus: (brist, to 
I Want to'ses the prophecies: of ths ancients|be planted on the mount of Olivet, 
fdlfilled Spon’ ‘our: bende; that they: in theſal priesthood. ; May all our actions be noble 
day of our rejoiemg may ut be put to shame; and fall of heavenly charity. Oh mey-right- 
Bat when the ‘tramp of Cod sound theyjeousness flow fosth from the members: of this 
und up. organization like a-mighty river, 


may awake from their long sleep 


und join our hearts and voides 


shout victory, victory; ‘unto 
God and the Lamb; has redepitied 


ef every mation, kindred; tongue; and people, 
and broaght us together, that we might enter 


from the throne df. A. 

How happy are the minds of all men when 
they ate able to measure their actions by the 
will and commandments of Gods How hep- 
py when we are able to stand before God and 


that! long’ ‘Test to sit down injsay that’ we have done that which we would 
preseshed of God'and thé ‘Hamb forever.” that all men should-do unto 
~ Brother Hevéhings ie wello and bays be My mind is full of the oaase of Zion-=it is 
wady to go'wkh ‘meto' vnd ef the earth. my theme night and day ns trial on difficulty 
therefore weshall berebdy for thy harness, that I ha ve suffered, has abated my ardor all 


the next conference,_to go ona tlifes yedts mia. the world is as nothing lo me, compared with 
sidn, and it is impeesibie to: talk it,/the cause of Zion. Oh chat Zioa and. her 


24 
* 
‘ 
> a 
& 
4 
+ 3 
4 
E. 
¥ 
24 
‘ 
q 
| 


147 


* — 


~ 


Stakes were — ia rigtitvous-|. 
ness, and that @ cloud of glory was resting 
upon every one of her dwelling places; then 

let us pusb on to the victory, aud never res! 
until we reach the mount of ‘Olivet: b 

‘I long to see you all, although I do not ex. 
1 to do 80 before next April. * * 

Virginia ie a large State. with the ‘worsi 
— imaginable, und yet I thiuk l have trav- 
elled about 14 hundred miles. 1 am a. pres- 

vont ubout 18 miles from the city of Charles- 
ton, residing at the house of Mr. P. Thomas, 
hom I expect to baptize, 78 . with some 

others, in a few days. © 
Please to say to allt the brethren, and to all 
fir ox ng friends, that they live in my rec- 
tion and love, and that my heart’ sdesire 
is, that we all may be preserved aud blessed, 
until the time of the end. 

I remain your brother. 

ARCHIBALD FALCONER. 


Bedfori, \Mass. Jan. 24. 1546. 
E. Ronixsox, Dran Brorurr: 
Herein. ig 
dollar for which wish yda to send the 
second volume of the and, 
Cate to my address. 
1 have not seen any of our brethren. since); 
“dhe: oonferenes in Philadelphia. We. hav 
nothing of i importance worthy of notice. in:thi 
land 


Lam ansious that any of our trav- 
brathren,’ 492. che thie: ‘New 


mndſehurch- her 
ljoice atchis 
ing the cause in this copntry, if he.is never again 


wer her uneiiies, regain the feat “that” ‘Alam 
lost, be io readiness to hail’ him whom the 
Jewe crucified and enter into the great ihoa- 
sand yeera reign of Christ, 

close by subscribing myself your brather 
in ihis last church and Nn 
"JESSE W. NICHOLS. 


* West alu J. T. Der. 20 1845. 
— IGDON: 

Venerable Sir.—Y ours of 
the 2lat ult. is now befote me, and at this 
time, of my great affliction, in one respect, is 
like dew upon herbe in a yreat drougib; one 
sentence in your letter gives me Freut comfort, 
and that was the “will of God be done.” 1 
am laid under the painful necessity of iuſorm- 
jing you, that my wife departed this life, the 
ist of Dec. She died strong in hope of the 
rest of God, her was 


Dr. Whitlock. 


I am winding up ‘my affairs, 10 to 
Pittsburgh in a ſew days. 1 232 Dr. 
Whitlock will go with me. I shall sun 
with a horse suid boggy and ‘preach by the 
way, you shall hear from, me occasion ly.— 
I am glad to hear that you. have: purchased 
the site for the gathering of. the saints, and 1 
will do all canto J means ſor | 


it. 

We are not the Teast lat the 
downfall of Dr. M°Lettin; it ful the pre- 
dar best members. 


diction of many ‘of 
You may not with, the 
do not re- 


as none. 
but it will he a benefit fit to 


placed aa one of your council, 


he health of, the church is good 


country, and spiritnal.enjoyments dre 


on the increase at ibis times we hope this, will 
* vou all enfbying the like bleasipas. 


ngdom, we. 


d the heayen, while | M. Hl 
‘with them branch) of the. 
—— inv fast -waneing.—here,. and. NEVER DESPAIR” 
—-— 
2 hash nized 10 Wines it im lines of gold, ‘ 
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